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16-Year-0Olds have Highest Fatal Crash Involvement Among Young Drivers

From 2000 through 2004, 16-year-old drivers had a higher involvement rate in fatal motor vehicle crashes than any other age among
young drivers (age 16 through 20). These data are from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis
Reporting System (FARS). Previous reports based on FARS data have shown that young drivers as a group have the highest
involvement rate in fatal crashes when compared to all other age groups (DOT HS 809 919).

Table 1 shows that in 2004 the involvement rate per 100,000 licensed drivers was highest (76.99) for 16-year-old drivers and lowest
(54.21) for 20-year-old drivers, as they are in each of the four preceding years. Rates for 17- and 18-year-old drivers are close to
each other but are lower than the rate for 16-year-olds. Also, between 2000 and 2004, the number of drivers involved in fatal
crashes decreased for 16- and 17-year-olds, and remained almost the same for the other ages. The number of licensed drivers age 16,
17, and 18 declined from 2000 to 2004, whereas the number of licensed drivers age 19 and 20 remained almost the same. In all the
years, the involvement rate in fatal crashes for drivers age 16 was the highest and lowest was for drivers age 20. In 2004, the
involvement rate in fatal crashes of 16-year-old drivers was 1.4 times the rate of 20-year-old drivers.

Table 2 overleaf shows 16- to 20-year-old drivers involved in fatal crashes in 2004 by State and involvement rate per 100,000
licensed drivers by each age. As of January 2006, there are 44 States and the District of Columbia with graduated driver licensing
(GDL) laws. The states with GDL laws are highlighted in Table 2.

Table 1
16- to 20-Year-0Old Drivers Involved in Fatal Crashes by Age, Licensed Drivers, Rate* and Year
Driver Age, Drivers Calendar Year

Involved, 8': 'gg:;’fd Drivers 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Drivers|nvolved 1,079 1,011 1,156 974 963

16 Licensed Drivers 1,470,141 1,362,670 1,318,404 1,262,899 | 1,250,800
Rate* 73.39 74.19 87.68 7712 76.99
Drivers|nvolved 1,431 1,442 1,479 1,409 1,343

17 Licensed Drivers 2,330,769 | 2,191,469 2,197,874 2,178,432 2,181,110
Rate* 61.40 65.80 67.29 64.68 61.57
Drivers|nvolved 1,896 1,843 1,813 1,873 1,879

18 Licensed Drivers 2,838,762 | 2,754,846 2,726,939 2,765,798 2,766,621
Rate* 66.79 66.90 66.48 67.72 67.92
Drivers|nvolved 1,878 1,937 1,911 1,766 1,802

19 Licensed Drivers 3,077,319 3,086,268 3,061,537 3,018,679 3,109,625
Rate* 61.03 62.76 62.42 58.50 57.95
Drivers|nvolved 1,740 1,759 1,769 1,722 1,722

20 Licensed Drivers 3,140,384 3,172,712 3,207,450 3178422 3,176,827
Rate* 5541 55.44 55.15 54.18 54.21

\ Source: NCSA, FARS 2000-2003 (Final), 2004 (ARF) , Licensed Drivers— FHWA * Per 100,000 Licensed Drivers

Note: 15-year-old drivers were excluded from the analysis, since licensed driver data availableis sparse.

For questions regarding the above reported data, contact Cherian Varghese, 202-366-1114. This issue of CrasheStats and other
genera information on highway traffic safety may be accessed by Internet users at: www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/departments/nrd-
30/ncsalAvaillnf.html
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Table 2
16- to 20-Year-0ld Drivers Involved in Fatal Crashes by State, Age and Rate* - 2004
| Driver Age
State | 16 \ 17 \ 18 \ 19 \ 20

\ | Drivers | Rate* | Drivers | Rate* | Drivers = Rate* | Drivers | Rate* | Drivers | Rate*
[ Alabama | 37 | 8024 | 46 | 89.02 | 36 | 6463 | 51 | 86.06 | 61 | 99.69
[ Alaska | 2 | 5814 | 2 | 3440 | 6 | 8126 | 3 | 3386 | 1| 1059
Arizona \ 25 | 11500 | 37 | 10153 | 42 | 8713 | 45 | 8270 | 53 | 9428
Arkansas \ 18 | 96.09 | 2 | 8778 | 31 | 103.80 | 34 | 10188 | 23 | 6650
| California | 54 | 5426 | 103 | 5295 | 189 | 6514 | 178 | 5059 | 169 | 4584
[ Colorado | 21 | 7053 | 30 | 7215 | 32 | 6757 | 29 | 5825 | 40 | 7966
| Connecticut || 9 | 10887 | 13 | 5003 | 14 | 4333 | 14 [ 3924 | 9 [ 2514
| Ddaware | 9 | 24537 | 7 [ 9178 | 10 | 12191 | 4 | 4407 | 6 | 6338
| Dist of Columbia | 3 | 27599 | 1 | 5147 | 5 | 17082 | 1| 2801 | 2 | 5025
[ Florida | 62 | 11463 | 83 | 8258 | 142 | 9802 | 133 | 7886 | 120 | 6762
[ Georgia | 36 | 9024 | 43 | 6803 | 80 | 103.09 | 73 | 8225 | 67 | 7499
| Hawaii | 3 | 10945 | 6 | 9.76 | 6 | 6513 | 12 | 10589 | 4 [ 3179
[ 1daho | 8 | 6844 | 5 | 3275 | 10 | 6213 | 11 | 6199 | 12 | 6751
[ llinois | 43 | 5390 | 37 | 3244 | 50 | 3916 | 49 | 3659 | 54 | 4049
[ Indiana | 46 | 13514 | 33 | 5741 | 51 | 77.05 | 28 | 3990 | 43 | 6106
llova | 15 | 5471 | 15 | 5177 | 13 | 4238 | 14 | 3961 | 13 | 3717
Kansas \ 13 | 4262 | 14 | 4131 | 16 | 4403 | 24 | 6465 | 18 | 4883
K entucky \ 15 | 12665 | 36 | 10692 | 40 | 10019 | 48 | 10747 | 32 | 7075
| Louisana | 20 | x| 38 | 13872 | 46 [ 11443 | 36 | 7392 | 36 | 69.26
[ Maine | 4 | 7066 | 12 | 10631 | 10 | 7293 | 8 | 5361 | 5 | 3275
[ Maryland | 18 | 9317 | 21 | 5220 | 17 | 3526 | 25 | 4872 | 20 | 3861
| Massachusetts || 8 | 6744 | 18 | 3525 | 23 | 3672 | 16 | 2291 | 23 | 3194
| Michigan | 29 | 5052 | 51 | 5708 | 51 | 4710 | 55 | 4490 | 44 [ 3504
Minnesota \ 24 | 6671 | 23 | 4812 | 28 | 5122 | 35 | 6378 | 18 | 3591
[ Mississippi || 23 | 9476 | 25 | 9259 | 32 | 10487 | 46 | 131.98 | 48 | 136.99
DET 35 | 8782 | 45 | 7975 | 53 | 8060 | 44 | 6247 | 45 | 6376
| Montana | 2 | 2288 | 6 | 5674 | 9 | 7510 | 8 | 6363 | 8 | 6100
[ Nebraska || 8 | 4530 | 10 | 3978 | 12 | 5612 | 10 | 4082 | 15 | 5822
[ Nevada = | 5 | 6309 | 10 | 7553 | 9 | 4994 | 17 | 8284 | 12 | 5831
| New Hampshire || 7 | 7946 | 12 | 8776 | 9 | 5726 | 6 | 3616 | 5 | 3250
| NewJersey | 1 | 57143 | 13 | 2123 | 32 | 3938 | 30 | 3455 | 27 | 3106
[ New Mexico | 10 | 559.60 | 1 | 11111 | 17 | 9460 | 14 | 6552 | 20 | 89.99
[ NewYork | 1 | 3299 | 57 | 5548 | 68 | 5033 | 54 | 3523 | 61 | 3757
[ North Carolina || 42 | 43348 | 53 | 14587 | 70 | 9438 | 76 | 8645 | 65 | 7214
North Dakota \ 1 1585 | 3| 4145 | 6 | 7078 | 1| 1073 | 0| 000
[ ohio | 33 | 5580 | 42 | 4536 | 67 | 5959 | 71 | 5752 | 47 | 3871
[ Oklahoma | 29 | 9134 | 15 | 3966 | 43 | 101.80 | 37 | 8807 | 36 | 8575
[ Oregon | 6 | 4077 | 12 | 4922 | 26 | 7957 | 1 [ 29.06 | 18 | 4562
| Pennsylvania || 20 | 8220 | 60 | 66.03 | 68 | 5847 | 78 | 6023 | 64 | 49.42
| Rhodelsland | 2 | - 5 | 8003 | 4 | 4329 | 1| 920 | 5 | 4420
| South Carolina | 17 | 4472 | 25 | 5825 | 37 | 7878 | 43 | 8705 | 35 | 7021
| South Dakota | 3 | 3467 | 4 | 4257 | 6 | 6010 | 4 | 388 | 8 | 7593
| Tennessee | 32 | 6946 | 38 | 7242 | 64 | 106.87 | 44 [ 6698 | 51 | 7681
[ Texas | 67 | 7262 | 97 | 7010 | 157 | 7525 | 161 | 6429 | 163 = 62.96
[ utah ] 12 | 4932 | 1 | 3595 | 12 | 3569 | 8 | 22901 | 10 | 2715
[ Vermont | 4 | 12563 | 3 | 5119 | 6 | 8773 | 1| 1289 | 6 | 73.09
| virginia || 23 | 9657 | 36 | 6562 | 39 | 59.80 | 43 [ 5754 | 30 | 4183
[ Washington || 13 | 11349 | 8 | 1931 | 27 | 4795 | 19 | 2715 | 32 | 4268
| West Virginia | 7 | 5004 | 10 | 6172 | 18 | 9763 | 17 | 9201 | 12 | 6589
[ Wisconsn | 25 | 6127 | 32 | 5683 | 35 | 5636 | 25 | 3963 | 21 | 3269
| wyoming | 3 | 5831 | 4 | 6383 | 5 | 7146 | 7 9%22 | 5 | 6497
National \ 963 @ 7699 | 1343 | 6157 | 1,879 | 6792 | 1802 | 5795 @ 1722 5421
Puerto Rico \ 6 | | 1 | x| 15 | | 31 | x| 31 | %
Source: NCSA, FARS 2004 (ARF), Licensed Drivers— FHWA * Per 100,000 Licensed Drivers
M -stateswith GDL laws ** |icensed driver data not available
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